Imperial Seal Boxes

Hinged boxes used for this purpose have been found in in the whole Roman Empire, where
they tend to be date in a very wide historical range and are mostly of enameled bronze . Seal
Boxes depicting imperial busts are with a high relief. Most of them have an ovoid shape. An
example found in Ostia bearing the portraits of Hadrian and Sabina (p. 464, 151) and seal
boxes with portraits of Vespasian and Domitian have been found in London and must have
been used by high officials (P. Salway, A History of Roman Britain [Oxford 2001], p. 381).
This was certainly the case with this piece, especially given its splendid portrait of the Flavius
Family, which was surely made by workers in the imperial mint in Rome and then sent out
for official use in the provinces.

When the Romans sent important small packages by courier, such as documents or
valuables, they were were placed in strong leather or cloth bags, which were sealed with a
stout cord, the knot covered in wax and impressed with the sender's signet. To protect the
wax seal, it and the knot were encased in a small, ornamental metal box with an hinged lid
and three holes in the back for the cord. In addition, the lid could be kept closed by further

cords sewn to the package and tied around it.

Titus 79-81 AD. Orichalcum (the golden-colored bronze alloy) seal box cover depicting in
high relief a magnificent portrait of the Roman Emperor Titus. Fine golden "Tiber" patina.
Provenance: Acquired from the late Dr. Leo Mildenberg. Jackob Hirsch (1874-1955)
Literature: Published: Nomos, Zurich, Auction 1, 6th May 2009, lot 144
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The oval Victory sealbox - Description:

Seal box oval; on the cover , the top of a folded shape towards the upper side window
terrain apparently molded: Victory advancing to the left, holding a crown.

Material: bronze. Suggested chronology: 80 / 150 AD

Occurences-1: London, silts of the Thames (UK); London, British Museum, inv. PE 95.5-24.1 ;
Notes 2, p. 167 2: Paris* [75] (FR), Cabinet des Médailles de la BnF, ht. 30mm (Babelon,
Blanchet 1895, p. 581, n°1438) (dessin) Bibliography: Babelon, Blanchet 1895: E. Babelon, J.-
A. Blanchet, Catalogue des bronzes antiques de la Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 1895.
Télécharger Acheter. Publication Artefacts fr.

What were seal boxes?

That question has been raised more in recent years due to the fact that there still remains
very little clear evidence as to their exact use. The major theory at this point is that they
were used to seal the string of a bound writing tablet. Whereby the stings of the item were
fed into the holes and sides eventually tied inside the hollowed area. Wax was then poured
onto the knot and then impressed with a seal from a ring. This allowed the item to be
secure and safely covered during transport. One seal box has been found with the remnants
of the bee's wax seal still inside of it. The reason that that things are not 100% defined is
that in many locations very few seal boxes have been found, specifically in Pompeii. Itis
believed that these seal boxes were in use more on the frontier and constituted part of the
military mail system.The frontier obviously had the vast majority of soldiers, specifically the
ones stations at the forts on the northern front.

These are my initial models of Imperial Seal Boxes ready finished on brass. Dimensions by
archeology are in a wide range. These are members of the Flavian dynasty 23mm, 25mm, 30
mm, 35mm, 38mm, 40mm. Together with image of Victory. Of course, | can depict many
other images of almost all Roman emperors and their wives on the lid of seal box, for me this
will be a pleasant task.



The hinged system of originals artifacts has been made unusually complicated. | have
complied with this of course. | think now, after making the fittings, | understand why the
ancient masters have chosen this complicated suspension method....

The hinge is mounted monolithically only in one part on the lid. The other should be
tightened by knocking around the axis. This complicates the production of wax models.
There are prerequisites for complications in the brass metal casting process and
subsequently the cleaning and polishing surface.

My implemented Imperial Seal Boxes model together with my favorite image of Victory
finished on brass. From this model | have made 3 different models. The three lids | made
them with different Victory, very similar but they are still different.




My Seal Box with the Imperial Eagle. This model is recreated through my creative look. |
was inspired by a publication of ,,SEAL BOXES FROM THE VIMINACIUM SITE”. Institute of
Archaeology, Belgrade In his beak the Eagle holds a wreath.

My creative wax work on this Roman Eagle Seal
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| became acquainted in detail with the publication from , SEAL BOXES FROM THE
VIMINACIUM SITE” Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade. | recreate the seal box with (lvdaea
Capta ) or Judea Captured motif. Dedicated to the victorious war of Vespasianus against the
Jews in the 66—73 A.D. In the serbian publication this seal box is well described even without

pictures or drawings.

A Roman general (later emperor) named Titus (son of Vespasianus) squashed a Jewish revolt
and Jerusalem laid in ruins. It was a crushing defeat for the Jews, but a tremendous triumph
for the Romans. This seal box, IV'DAEA CAPTA model, commemorates the Roman victory,
above the Jews has reached the distant province Moesia Inferior city of Viminacium.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaea_Capta_coinage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaea_Capta_coinage

This seal box displays :

Judaea appears under the figure of a woman, clothed in a tunic, with short sleeves: she sits,
in the attitude of extreme sorrow, at the foot of a palm, which tree is peculiarly the growth
of Palestine: behind her stands the emperor habited in military vestments, holding a spear in
his right hand and the parazonium in his left hand.This seal box presents the emblem of
Judaea, whose inhabitants, not easily ruled over, were compelled at length to crouch under
the Roman yoke, in consequence of the wise and skilful measures taken by Vespasian, and
especially after the taking of Jerusalem by Titus, in A.D. 70.

Definitely this commemorative Seal Boxes were issued in a very large number (69AD to
79AD) and (79AD to 81AD) during transporting Imperial correspondence . But unfortunately
due to their small size and due to their brittleness and weariness to our day we know only
one copy from the Roman city VIMINACIUM (modern Serbia).

My creative wax work.

My creative wax model on the Apollo seal box!

More than 10 years ago, in the huge flow of information on the Internet, | came across
publication on this Apollo seal box, but now the link to the original post does not work! The
information | saved from the post takes us into the details: Bronze seal box. Roman, circa 1st

century AD. Ovoid box with hinged cover plate depicting Apollo standing facing, holding
wreath and cradling palm branch. To the left, a gryphon seated left, looking up toward the
god. To the right, a raven standing right atop a tripod. Dimensions: 2.3x1.5.0x0.7cm.The
sizes | fit into are very similar! In general, | think | achieved a good result!



My wax seal box. The craftsmanship of the ancient masters and their miniatures has always
fascinated me!



The next Seal Box in my list, again inspiration from publication of ,SEAL BOXES FROM THE
VIMINACIUM SITE”. Depicting the Roman goddess. Most likely this is LIBERTAS. But the
possibilities are many!



Description from the publication “... a representation of a
standing female figure in face-to-right profile, holding
in her right hand an object which she is offering to the
flaming altar. In the hand of her raised left arm, which

is bent at the elbow, she is holding a sceptre. The woman
is wearing a long dress with a cut at the side revealing
her left leg. The female figure can be compared to an

image of a goddess. “

Here in the images can be seen that the 3 Seal Boxes goddesses are different as iconography,
these are 3 of my different creative decisions on the issue.
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My creative wax work From here, it is better to see the 3 different goddesses images as a
iconography on the Seal Boxes. This is my creative solution on the issue.



The sides and the bottom have the typical slots and holes that are commonly associated with
seal boxes.

The whole process is manual work on wax carving and twisting. Several photos of my
creative wax work.
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What were seal boxes used for?

It is important to establish that currently, no ancient evidence has been found which tells us
how these objects were used, the only clues lie in the objects themselves and their
archaeological context, and none have as yet been found in secure association with a
wooden writing tablet.A seal box does appear to be designed to protect a wax seal, and this
theory is supported by an example excavated at Wroxeter with a beeswax residue still
inside. The wax in this example also bears an impression of string on it’s under surface
[Bushe-Fox 1916 p27-20].

We know from remains found at Pompeii and Herculaneum that legal documents were
sealed in a different way, with a tryptich being used and the seals of witnesses and their
signatures occupying the middle tablet [Derks & Roymans 2002 p90]. Communications on
papyrus or similar materials such as slivers of wood do not seem to lend themselves to their
use either. So we seem to be dealing only with two leafed wooden writing tablets (dyptich),
hinged at the centre. But these writing tablets would have been used for a great variety of
correspondence and cannot always have required a seal box.

In fact, the ancient literature shows clearly that wax seals did not routinely need protecting:

In all of Pliny’s letters there is only one reference to sealing (10,74) and it’s not a letter being
sealed but a ‘small nugget of gold’ which Pliny is sending to Trajan along with the escaped
slave to whom it belonged. Pliny writes ‘| have sealed it with my signet ring, the chariot-and-
four’. It’s noteworthy that Pliny felt it necessary to describe his seal, which suggests perhaps
that he did not usually seal his correspondence with Trajan, at least not with his personal
signet ring, but did feel it appropriate to seal this piece of gold; either because of its intrinsic
value or status as potential evidence.

It might be worth considering the possibility that these artefacts had a range of uses. They

may well have been used to seal writing tablets though it must be accepted that there is no

evidence, either archaeological or literary which supports this idea. They may equally have
had some role in trade, sealing packages etc or even in ritual as described above.

My wax plates tied with linen twine and sealed with wax from a silver ring.

Here | used 1 of my seal boxes with image of Victory.



Seals rings can be in the different kind and variation. Bronze, silver, gold or precious stones
with cameo or gem.

The same goes and for the images on them.

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman pdf/roman rings.pdf

Publication and used sources :


http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/roman_rings.pdf

http://www.forumancientcoins.com/catalog/roman-and-greek-
coins.asp?vpar=1625&pos=0&sold=1
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/354799276865970190/
http://artefacts.mom.fr/en/result.php?id=BTS-
4160&find=Siegel&pagenum=2&affmode=vign#
http://www.ukdfd.co.uk/pages/roman-seal-boxes.html

http://www.roman-
artifacts.com/Military%20Accessories/Enameled%20Seal%20Box/Enameled%20Seal%20Box.
htm
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Mpoekta Mn KyTuiikn 3a Mmnepatopckm naombu npepHasHayeH 3a HyXAUTe Ha
KauyeCTBEHUTE UCTOPUYECKUTE PEKOHCTPYKUMKU. ToBa ca Nocobmusa KOMTO e HU NO3BOAAT A3
npeAcTaBum npeg ny6/IMKa HauMHa Ha KMBOT NO PUMCKUAT Mmec. KakTo ce BUXAa Npu Hac
BCMYKO € HOBO M 6e3 naTuHa. CblyMTe Te3n rpaBbopu KOMTO ca paboTuam B Mmnepckute
pabotunHmum Officina ca rpaBupanm u Tesn o6pa3M Mo KanayeTaTa Ha KyTUMKWUTE 3a
nnombu/nevatn. Habnogasat ce UMNEpPaToOpPCcKM 06pasmn Ha NABO M HA AACHO XapaKTepHM 3a
MOHEeTUTE OT AAAEHMAT Nepuoy, Cbllo Taka Mma obpasu c Viktori nam Apolon. Ho ToBa ca
HWULLLOXKHA YacCT CTUTHANa A0 Te3u KYTUMKM CTUrHAAWM A0 Hac Ype3 HaydyHU nybamkaumm nam ot
ayKUMoHU. MHOoro no-ronamaTta 4acT ca 6e3B8b3BpaTHO 3arybeHun BbB BPEMETO.

M3non3saHUTe 3a Tasnm Uen KyTUM € NaHTKU ce OTKPMBAT B uAanata Pumcka nmnepwus,
KbAEeTo Te ce CpewaT B ronama pasHoobpasve U B LUMPOK UCTOPUYECKU nepuos. Te ca
npeaAvMHO OT emainnvpaH 6poHs. KyTuiikute 3a neyaTtu, n3obpasasawim MmnepaToOpCKu
6t0CTOBE, Ca MHOrO pefKkn M ca ¢ BUCOK pened. MNoseueTo oT TAX MMaT oBOMAHA dopma.
Hanuue e npumep ot OcTua HaxogKa € noptpetute Ha AgpuaH M CabuHa U KyTUIAKK C
nopTpetu Ha BecnacvaH n JomutuvaH B JIOHOOH M Hal-BEPOATHO ca BMAM M3MNON3BAHU OT
BMCOKOMOCTABEHU CAYXKUTENN.

Hama cbmMHeHWe ,4e Te3nm obpa3u ca rpasupaHum B Mmnepckute paboTUaHULM
Officina Ha moHeTw.

Llenta Ha Te3n KyTUIMKM 3a NNOMbOM e Te Aa CbMbTCTBAT M3NPATEHUTE BAXKHU MAJIKM
NPaTKM M NAKeTU MNpPeHacAHN OT KypuepuTe, KaTo Hanpumep OOKYMEHTU WUAWU LEHHOCTU
NOCTAaBEHM B 34paBM OMAKOBKM KOXEHW WMAW NNaTHeHW Topbu. Hal-BepoAaTHO ca 6uam
3aBbp3BaHM C KaHan NpPemMuHaBal, B C/NOXHW Bb3AM TaKa, 4Ye c/ael, Kato ce MnocTasu
MMNEepPaTOPCKUAT NeyaT BbpXy BOCbKa Aa He MoXKe ga ce oTopu 6e3 ga ce HapyLwm UANoCTH
Ha BOCbBYHMAT nevaT. bpoH30BUTE KyTUIMKM C Kanaye oTrope ca 6Buam yact oT uAanaTa Tasu
npoueaypa Ha 3ana3BaHe aBTEHTUMYHOCTTA HA MpaTKaTa TaKa, Ye noJjyvyatens Aa e CUrypeH,
ye e Noay4ym HeoTBapsAHaA NpaTKa.

3a KaKBO ce M3NO0N3BaT KYTUNKMTE 33 n1ombu?Mma npesnonoxeHue ,4e BOCbYHUTE
TabeslkKn KOUTO Ca HOCWUIM BaXKHM NOC/NAHMA CbLLO ca Guan 06BbP3aHM C KaHan4yeTa u Bb3U
M C NomowTa Ha KyTUNKMTE ca OuAM npeBpbliaHWM B HOCUTEN HA KOoHdUAeHUManHa
nHpopmaums.


http://www.forumancientcoins.com/catalog/roman-and-greek-coins.asp?vpar=1625&pos=0&sold=1
http://www.forumancientcoins.com/catalog/roman-and-greek-coins.asp?vpar=1625&pos=0&sold=1
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/354799276865970190/
http://artefacts.mom.fr/en/result.php?id=BTS-4160&find=Siegel&pagenum=2&affmode=vign
http://artefacts.mom.fr/en/result.php?id=BTS-4160&find=Siegel&pagenum=2&affmode=vign
http://www.ukdfd.co.uk/pages/roman-seal-boxes.html
http://www.roman-artifacts.com/Military%20Accessories/Enameled%20Seal%20Box/Enameled%20Seal%20Box.htm
http://www.roman-artifacts.com/Military%20Accessories/Enameled%20Seal%20Box/Enameled%20Seal%20Box.htm
http://www.roman-artifacts.com/Military%20Accessories/Enameled%20Seal%20Box/Enameled%20Seal%20Box.htm

Ba)kHO e foa ce ynomeHe, Ye MOHACTOALLEM HE Ca OTKPUTM LPEBHM AOKA3aTe/CTBa,
KOMTO HW PasKpPMBAT Kak TOYHO ca BUAM M3NON3BaHWU TE3N NPeaMETU, eANHCTBEHUTE YIUKU
ce KpUAT B camnTe 0OEKTU U B TEXHUS aPXE0I0TMUYECKM KOHTEKCT .

OT npoyyBaHuATa B [omner n XepKynaHeym e M3BECTHO ,4e Ca OTKPUTM MpPaBHMU
OOKYMEHTU KOUTO ca BMIM 3aneyaTaHu no pasnmyeH HadmH [Derks & Roymans 2002 p90], Ho
NoAoOOHN KYTUMKM He ca OTKPUTU. KoMyHMKauuuTe BbBPXY nNanupyca uaAn nNoaobHu
MaTepPUann CobLo He HOCAT cnegm oT NnogobHo 3aneyaTBaHe. 3aToBa ce NpeAnonaara, Ye Tesu
KYTMMKM Ca M3MO0/3BaHM NPeAMMHO 33 KOpecnoHAeHUusa rno ammecute u nepudepuata Ha
Pumckata Mimnepuma.

HaBnusaliku B uWHPopmaumaTa npeaoctaBaHa HU OT AHTUYHUTE XPOHUKbOPU
BMXKAaMe, Ye BbB BCMUYKM NUCMa Ha [MANMHMI MMa camo eAHO NO30BaBaHe Ha 3amne4yaTBaHeTo
(10, 74). NanHMA nuwe: "3aneyaTan Cbm ro C NPBLCTEHA CU, KOJIeCHMUATA U YeTupumara'.
Tpabea aga ce otbenexu, ye MNaMHUIA e cmaTan 3a HEOHXOAMMO Aa onuLle CBOA NMeyaT, KoeTo
BEPOATHO Mpeanonara, 4e Ton 0ObMKHOBEHO He 3anevyaTBa KOpPeCcnoHAEeHUMATa cu ¢ TpasH,
NMOHE HE C JINYHUA CU NPBCTEH.

Moke 61 cu cTpyBa Aa ce 06MUCIM Bb3MOMXKHOCTTA Te3n apTedaKkTu Aa MmaTt peamua
npunoxeHua. OceBeH, Ye MoXe 6M ca O6UAM M3MNON3BaHM 3a 3aneyaTBaHe Ha BOCHYHMU
Tabenkn, BbMNpPeKM 4Ye TpsabBa [a ce nNpueme, 4Ye HAMA MNPEKU [O0Ka3aTeNcTsa,
apPXeosIOrMYecKm AN NMMCMEHN, KOUTO NOAKPENAT Ta3n naes, ColunTe Te3m KyTun 3a naombu
MOXe Ja Ca WMMaAn HAKakBa pPoAA B TbProBMATA, 3aMeyaTBaHETO Ha LOKYMEHTH
CbMNPOBOXKAALLM NPATKUTE.
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