
Tiberius golden pendant from Hampshire 

Тhe emperor Tiberius golden pendant from  Alton – Hampshire. 

Тhe emperor's golden pendant of Tiberius - wearing a laurel wreath from  Alton – 
Hampshire. Тhe unique jewel is surmounted by a pediment inscribed "TI CAESAR", 

For over 3 years I have been working on this magnificent project (for a replica for the needs 
of quality historical reenactment)- The Pendant of Emperor Tiberius from  Alton - 

Hampshire, of gold 1st century A.D. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/7413099/Roman-jewel-depicting-emperor-
expected-to-sell-for-

50000.html&source=dictionary&usg=AFQjCNERWvWKS4objoJlyt1A35SKVUojJA 

 
This is a unique pendant precisely dated and dedicated to a specific Roman emperor! 

Tiberius reign 17 September  till 16 March 37 ,Predecesso Augustus,Successor Caligula. This 
is one of the most beloved Roman historical classical periods that reenactors love to 

recreate! 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/7413099/Roman-jewel-depicting-emperor-expected-to-sell-for-50000.html&source=dictionary&usg=AFQjCNERWvWKS4objoJlyt1A35SKVUojJA
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/7413099/Roman-jewel-depicting-emperor-expected-to-sell-for-50000.html&source=dictionary&usg=AFQjCNERWvWKS4objoJlyt1A35SKVUojJA
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/7413099/Roman-jewel-depicting-emperor-expected-to-sell-for-50000.html&source=dictionary&usg=AFQjCNERWvWKS4objoJlyt1A35SKVUojJA


It is inscribed with the letters TI CAESAR above the head with a broad laurel wreath affixed 
at the top and has a precious red stone below (a red cornelian stone.). There is a loop at the 

top. It was found 10 inches down in a field about 20 yards from the rest of the hoard that 
consisted of over 250 coins, a torque and a ring. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL0aibYr8EE 
 

This pendant that I made is intended to enhance Roman antique reconstructions and bring 
more enjoyment to fellow reenactors as well as to viewers of antique reenactments! I'm 

sure the cameras will fall in love with this object of luxury on the Roman legionary 
standards! 

 
I have thoroughly familiarized myself with the publications on the Internet! There are things 

I definitely disagree with! Although who cares about my opinion! But in my creative 
publication I will try to express my opinion, based on my extensive experience in 

reconstructing and recreating Roman military objects from the entire limes for the needs of 
fellow reenactors from all over the world! 

https://www.paulfrasercollectibles.com/blogs/unique-items/roman-jewel-discovery-could-
sell-for-50k 

1.The object was found along with many other objects such as coins that most likely 
belonged to Roman citizens or officers! In my opinion, this is part of a Roman legionary 
standard and this pendant was donated by the emperor himself on some occasion to a 
certain legion or military unit for merits in the Roman limes, most likely along the Rhine 

River and the suppression of the consequences of the Teutoburg Forest and the return of 
part of the legionary standards. 

2. The claim that the object was made in Egypt because the chemical composition matches 
that of the Egyptian gold mined during this historical project is, in my opinion, irrelevant! In 
my opinion, the object was manufactured on order of Emperor Tiberius himself in the mint 
yard, where dies for coins and other insignia for the army were made. And the fact that the 
gold has a proven origin from Egypt! This is normal! Egypt then paid its taxes to the Roman 
Empire not only with grain or olive oil but also with precious metals such as gold and silver! 
3. In some publication or video by journalists, I learned that the jeweler's handwriting was 
Egyptian!   I am well acquainted with all known sculptures, phaleri, or other depictions of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UL0aibYr8EE
https://www.paulfrasercollectibles.com/blogs/unique-items/roman-jewel-discovery-could-sell-for-50k
https://www.paulfrasercollectibles.com/blogs/unique-items/roman-jewel-discovery-could-sell-for-50k


Tiberius on antique objects in museums around the world. This is a classic full-face depiction 
of Tiberius! Of course, the face and the pendant itself are partially deformed due to the way 
it was mounted, riveting the lower part of the image of the emperor to the  the roof temple 

/with his name. From the hammer blows to rivet the two parts, the emperor's nose was 
most deformed, but the entire applique was also curved into the shape of an arc. 
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/roman-jewel-sells-for-ps30000-1981437 

After I examining the photos of the original in detail  I came to the conclusion that, the 
master in antiquity produced both parts separately: the full-face imperial face and the 

temple with the roof bearing his name separately because the object as a whole is large for a 
jewelry item and the casting will be of higher quality if this entire pendant is divided into 2 

parts and then riveted! 

        
Most likely, such pendants were produced in the same way for other emperors or generals, 
such as Germanicus himself, and under the roof another name was simply inscribed with a 

dedication to the temple. Therefore, the temple with the roof for the pendant and the image 
to which this pendant is dedicated were produced separately at the Imperial Mint 

separately! 

Unfortunately, no other pendants of this exact model have reached us, but that doesn't 
mean they weren't produced! Similar objects made of gold dedicated to certain emperors 

were often destroyed for political reasons or because of the precious metal that was 
reused!But of course these are my thoughts and suggestions, ideas that I share with you, my 

fellow reenactors. 

The size published in the publication is 2.5 inches in length  or (6,35  сm.). So, I have taken 
these dimensions into account. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/hampshire/8577019.stm 
Tiberius' pendant are made of brass and the two parts were assembled step by step with 
riveting, as happened in antiquity! I did the riveting very carefully so as not to damage the 
nose and face, as happened with the original in those distant times, where when the rivet 

was hammered in from behind, Tiberius' nose was visibly crushed! 

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/roman-jewel-sells-for-ps30000-1981437
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/hampshire/8577019.stm


 
Of course, this is just a replica of this luxurious antique object refracted through my creative 

gaze! 
Of course, our goal is to create a replica refracted through our creative gaze. Imitation of the 

ancient master is a very difficult task. 

      
Our new legionary standard in our club, with the kind assistance of Francois Gilbert  , I made 

hanging strips with applications (аpron studs) of various ancient deities and images of 
emperors (by in archaeology), finished with pendants from this archaeology of the Emperor 

Tiberius! 

https://legio-iiii-scythica.com/index.php/en/roman-historical-restorations/fabrica/roman-
standart/stripes-botton.html 

https://legio-iiii-scythica.com/index.php/en/roman-historical-restorations/fabrica/roman-standart/stripes-botton.html
https://legio-iiii-scythica.com/index.php/en/roman-historical-restorations/fabrica/roman-standart/stripes-botton.html


 The  ring  on top of the pendant is designed and manufactured so that when it is attached to 
the strap of the Roman standard, it leans with Tiberius' face towards the legionaries (or 

civilians) under the standard at about 45 degrees and everyone can see it clearly! 

 
This object was certainly produced by order of Emperor Tiberius himself for propaganda 

purposes, and besides the precious metal gold this object has high artistic value!It also had 
the great goal of popularizing Tiberius as the commander-in-chief of the Roman army. I 

assume that this pendant was removed and hidden because of its value during some military 
conflicts in Roman Britain and they are not 1 or 2 to mention here, but that is a separate 

topic. 

In our case Tiberius' medallions are thickly gilded, the original was made in antiquity from 
solid gold, but in our case, for reenactment needs, the gilding is completely sufficient! 

       
Below we have mounted a synthetic red stone resembling carnelian (similar to the original). 

    
According to my assumptions, this pendant was most likely made in the imperial workshop 

or by order of Emperor Tiberius himself in a jewelry workshop working mainly for the 



emperor.These pendants bearing the attributes of imperial power with his name and image 
inserted into a miniature temple with a small laurel wreath as a hanger were created to be a 
reward for the legions! In terms of information and dimensions, in my opinion it is related to 

the decoration of Roman military standards! 

We have decided to recreate the standard of the creator of our IIII Scythian legion-Mark 
Antony!Inspired by the popular HBO series ROME where the heron as a Imago is repeatedly 

shown as Mark Antony's personal insignia, we have decided that although there is no 
scientific evidence that Mark Antony had such a personal insignia to recreate a Imago and 

vexillum with us ,as his (Mark Antony ) Roman standard with the heron sign as Imago! I 
know, I know that the HBO series Rome is a work of fiction and many of the images in it are 

fictional but… interpretation on the subject is possible! 

If a real lego III Italica have such a sign, why should we consider that this is the only 
heron/stork used as a heraldic sign in the Roman army and why not by the creators of the 

legions themselves, such as Mark Antony!?! 

 
This pendant that I made is intended to enhance Roman antique reconstructions and bring 

more enjoyment to fellow reenactors as well as to viewers of antique reenactments! I'm 
sure the cameras will fall in love with this object of luxury on the Roman legionary 

standards! 

My creative wax project on the topic in various stages!The pendant of the 2 parts 
assembled, together with the ring, the total height of wax is is about 7 cm. Width 28 mm. 



       
The bust of the divine emperor Tiberius underwent several improvements, but the final, 
highest-quality creative corrections were made by my brother! And all this with the sole 

purpose of quality and happy antique reenactment in the contemporary reenactment 
society! 
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